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Sentiment: “Life was
simpler a 100 years

ago.”

No, life was more ignorant a 100 years ago.

Ignorance is not simplicity. As our understanding grows, we as humans keep

arranging and simplifying things as Chesterton and the scientists below point out.

It’s our nature. It’s just how it all works. Everything is headed for a “great simplicity”

as Chesterton articulates. And so it will be with air quality management. What a

comfort it is to realize this.



“——-“The whole world is certainly heading for a great simplicity, not

deliberately, but rather inevitably.

The simplicity towards which the world is driving is the necessary outcome of

all our systems and speculations and of our deep and continuous contemplation

of things. For the universe is like everything in it; we have to look at it

repeatedly and habitually before we see it. It is only when we have seen it for the

hundredth time that we see it for the first time. The more consistently things are

contemplated, the more they tend to unify themselves and therefore to simplify

themselves. The simplification of anything is always sensational. […]

Few people will dispute that all the typical movements of our time are upon this

road towards simplification. Each system seeks to be more fundamental than

the other; each seeks, in the literal sense, to undermine the other. In art, for

example, the old conception of man, classic as the Apollo Belvedere, has first

been attacked by the realist, who asserts that man, as a fact of natural history,

is a creature with colourless hair and a freckled face. Then comes the

Impressionist, going yet deeper, who asserts that to his physical eye, which

alone is certain, man is a creature with purple hair and a grey face. Then comes

the Symbolist, and says that to his soul, which alone is certain, man is a creature

with green hair and a blue face. And all the great writers of our time represent

in one form or another this attempt to reestablish communication with the

elemental, or, as it is sometimes more roughly and fallaciously expressed, to

return to nature. […]

But the giants of our time are undoubtedly alike in that they approach by very

different roads this conception of the return to simplicity. Ibsen returns to

nature by the angular exterior of fact, Maeterlinck by the eternal tendencies of



fable. Whitman returns to nature by seeing how much he can accept, Tolstoy by

seeing how much he can reject.”― G.K. Chesterton”

“The main purpose of science is simplicity and as we understand

more things, everything is becoming simpler.” – Edward Teller

“I’ll tell you what you need to be a great scientist. You don’t have to

be ableunderstand very complicated things. It’s just the opposite.

You have to be able to see what looks like the most complicated thing

in the world and, in a flash, find the underlying simplicity. That’s

what you need: a talent for simplicity.”— Mitchell Wilson

“Sciencemay be described as the art of systematic over-

simplification.”— Karl Popper

“[T]he grand aim of all science…is to cover the greatest possible

number of empirical facts by logical deductions from the smallest

possible number of hypotheses or axioms.”—Albert Einstein

“Simplicity does not precede complexity, but follows it.”- Alan J.

Perlis

The world is changing. We must change with it. Time to transform the Clean Air Act.

We can make it happen.
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