


---"AI is about making machines more 
fathomable and more under the control of 
human beings, not less. Conventional technology 
has indeed been making our environment more 
complex and more incomprehensible, and if it 
continues as it is doing now the only conceivable 
outcome is disaster.” ― Donald Michie

---"If we do it right, we might actually be able to evolve a form of work that taps into our uniquely 

human capabilities and restores our humanity. The ultimate paradox is that this 

technology may become the powerful catalyst that we need to 

reclaim our humanity.”– John Hagel

---“Over the past 60 years, as mechanical processes have replicated behaviors and talents we thought were unique 

to humans, we’ve had to change our minds about what sets us apart. As we invent more species of AI, we will be 

forced to surrender more of what is supposedly unique about humans. [. . .]  In the grandest irony of all, the 

greatest benefit of an everyday, utilitarian AI will not be increased productivity or an economics of abundance or a 

new way of doing science—although all those will happen. The greatest benefit of the arrival of artificial 

intelligence is that AIs will help define humanity. We need AIs to tell us who we are.” – Kevin Kelly

---“Some people call this artificial 
intelligence, but the reality is this 
technology will enhance us. So 
instead of artificial intelligence, I 
think we'll augment our 
intelligence.” —Ginni Rometty

“A.I. is 

more 

profound 

than fire or 

electricity.” 
    –Sundar, Pichai, 

Google CEO



What’s at 
the core of 
who we 
are as 
beings?

Physical

Mental

Spiritual 
Beings



How does AI 
work?







“All things 
physical are 
information.”
           ― John Wheeler

                                   Princeton University



“It from bit.” 
– John Wheeler



“If and when we 
learn how to combine 

bits in fantastically 
large numbers to 

obtain what we call 
existence, we will 

know better what we 
mean both by bit and 

by existence.” 

-John Wheeler
Princeton University



(MIT, 2002)
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All “Its” are also Bits or Representable as Bits



Human Being = 
6 Billion Bits

comprised of



“It’s all patterns in bits.” 
– Jed Anderson



How a computer sees 
the universe





26 letters

600,000 words [English]

All are “Bits” 

Human Language=Code
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As an environmental professional . . .

Using 
this 
code:

to 
protect 
this code:
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Words going into the Large 
Language Model





?











NLP 
(natural language processing)



Words 

are just 

data.







Where does AI 
appear to be 

headed?





Humans now 

generate 2.5 

quintillion bytes of 
data every day. 



















>$7 Trillion 
in Chips



AGI within 5-10 years? 
(i.e. superhuman intelligence)







Key points in the comparison:
•Computers have far faster processing speeds and greater 
raw computing power compared to the average firing rate 
of neurons. Top supercomputers approach or exceed the 
estimated processing power of the human brain.
•The largest data centers can store much more data than 
the estimated capacity of the human brain. However, the 
brain uses its limited capacity in a very dense and efficient 
way.
•Communication speed reflects how fast signals can be 
sent across networks. Computers far exceed the brain in 
terms of pure data transmission rate across its system.

Only 86 
billion 

neurons

Only 125 
trillion 
neural 

connections

YOUR BRAIN 

IS LIMITED BY 

YOUR SKULL



A 

COMPUTER 

COULD 

OSTENSIBLY 

BECOME 

THE SIZE OF 

THE 

UNIVERSE



Storage Capacity 

=  2.5 petabytes

Storage Capacity 

= 10
64  

petabytes



Internet/Cloud



WILL MACHINE 
INGELLIGENCE  & 

HUMAN INTELLIGENCE 
EVENTUALLY DIRECTLY 

MERGE? Human 
2.0?





Biological

Substrate

Technological

Substrate

Spiritual Substrate (?)

?

Human 0.0 Human 2.0 Human 3.0Human 1.0

Chemicals

(?)

Where is humanity heading?

Information

❖ “Human 2.0 is coming faster than you think." - Forbes

❖ "Homo sapiens, the first truly free species, is about to decommission natural selection, the force that made us. . . . Soon we 

must look deep within ourselves and decide what we wish to become." - E.O. Wilson

❖ “Two billion years ago, our ancestors were microbes; a half-billion years ago, fish; a hundred million years ago, something 

like mice; ten million years ago, arboreal apes; and a million years ago, proto-humans puzzling out the taming of fire. Our 

evolutionary lineage is marked by mastery of change. In our time, the pace is quickening." —Carl Sagan

Does the 
flesh truly 
count for 
nothing?





Where does 
spirituality fit?



Who are we?  I’ve got a hunch 
we are primarily spiritual beings.



Physical.
Intelligence.

Spiritual?

Sentience.

Mental.
[Machines started getting 
better than us in the 1800’s]

[Machines started 
getting better than 
us in the 2000’s]

What if any capability is unique to humanity?



What’s at 
the core of 
who we 
are as 
beings?

Physical

Mental

Spiritual?



Spiritual Connectivity?
BRAINS.  BRAWN.





AI is now 
working in 
this space

[Physical and mental arenas]

Core
[Spiritual?]

[I don’t think AI will be able to connect 
directly with God.  This might be what 
makes us completely unique and 
powerful in the universe.  I might be 
wrong about this.  Perhaps AI will be 
able to connect.  But my hunch is no.  
This might make this characteristic 
even more important to shepherd and 
watch over.]

The Core.



Making Protected & Conducive Space for 
the Expansion of the Core in “Human 2.0” 

[Spiritual?]
Core



“The Church exists for 
nothing else but to draw 
men into Christ, to make 
them little Christs. If they 
are not doing that, all the 

cathedrals, clergy, 
missions, sermons, even 

the Bible itself, are simply 
a waste of time.”

– C.S. Lewis



Space for spiritual 
formation?

. . . in the age of AI and enhanced interfaces





Currently
8-Hours/Day



This time the 
technology is 

headed directly 
for our heads

Past technology 
could simply be 

used by the 
church as a tool 

(the tools were external).

This time the tool is 
heading internal.  
Tool and user to a 

certain extent will be 
interwoven.  Very 
different.  Huge 

spiritual opportunity.  
Huge potential cost if 

ignored.



vs.

External Digital Programs

➢ With traditional external digital 
programs, spiritual interests are 
competing with other programs 
to get the user’s attention.

➢ It’s siloed.

➢ Essentially goes “into the program”

➢ Becomes a lens upon which all the other 
programs can be viewed.

➢ Integrated and interwoven into the user’s 
digital experience (where they so desire).

AI Shepherd

Internal Digital Program

“Religious and 
spiritual 

interests will 
need to ‘go 

internal’ this 
time.”

 – Jed Anderson





“Looking to the future, the next big step will be for 
the very concept of the ‘device’ to fade away.”

---Sundar Pichai, Google CEO
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Printing 
Press

(1440)

Bible Reformation

The “Press
Printer” 

(i.e. A.I.)
Bible

=

=
The (spiritual)

Transformation (?)





Spirituality & AI
Survey Results



66 
responses











Where can we start today to 
assert spirituality more into 

AI and our digital experiences 
to help protect and foster our 

spiritual growth?



Skating to where the “AI” puck will be . . . 



AI SHEPHERDTM



AI aligned with our religious, moral, 
and ethical values?



✓ Increasingly more powerful Large Language Models
✓ Moving toward Artificial General Intelligence
✓ Creation of more and more “AI Agents”

—Bill Gates . . . “Everyone will have a personal AI Agent within 5 years”
✓ Safety concerns . . . including disinformation and AI Agents creating and pursuing 

subtasks unaligned with user’s values

What is happening in AI?

Problem.

Solution & Opportunity.
“AI Shepherd”—an AI Agent to help guard against other AI agents as well as the user’s own agent from 
pursuing actions, unaligned information dissemination/generation/user-sharing, and subtasks unaligned 
with the user’s personal religious/ethical values and desired religious/ethical values.

An AI or AI agent unaligned with an individual’s personal religious and ethical 
values—and the individual’s desired religious and ethical values.



AGI within 5-10 years? 
(i.e. superhuman intelligence)



Your Personal AI Agent

We are also entering the era 
of the “Personal AI Agent”. . .





https://www.youper.ai/ 

AI Agents and 
Chatbots are 
already in the 
Mental/Spiritual 
Space

https://www.youper.ai/


Companies are already 
beginning to build 

personal AI Agents (ex. 
Microsoft Co-Pilot) 



Spiritual 
Protection

*Currently there do not appear to be any spiritual AI protection offerings.  Protections are for the most 
part generalized.  More focused on systems than content.  AI can make this protection more targeted.



We are being 
digitally molded. 

We can let others 
mold us digitally, 
or we can choose 
to mold ourselves 
digitally. 

Which will it be?



“If we do not protect and proactively 
assert to AI our spiritual values and 
goals, there is a risk that the system—
otherwise generally devoid of our 
personal spiritual intentionality and 
informed only by the “general algorithm”
. . . whatever data it can gather from our 
behaviors . . . and the interests of other’s 
AI and potentially AI itself—may lead in 
directions unaligned with our ethical and
spiritual interests.” – Jed Anderson

Aside:  If any of us think we are too intelligent, strong, and resolute for 
AI to ever be able to influence us . . . we are in deep, deep trouble.  

Using AI to Protect us from AI



AI SHEPHERDTM



Help train my 
agent based on 

my religious 
and ethical 

values!



Help me foster 
rather than 

potentially harm 
my religious, 
ethical, and 

spiritual growth!



Your AI Agent

Attach “AI Shepherd” to 
your prompt directives 

and AI agent(s) and 
digital platforms

*Personalized AI Shepherd API



Large Language Model(s)

Additional Model 
Training/Fine-

Tuning/Prompt 
Engineering/Data 

Augmentation/Retrieval-
Augmented Generation 

(RAG)/ Word 
Embeddings/Ensemble 

Learning

+ =

*Religious and ethical information

The Innner Workings of AI Shepherd



USER SETTINGS

Religious Values

Other _______ All of the above __x__

Check one or more values

Please Describe  and Include Here Any Personal Religious Values, Religious Traditions, Specific 
Denominational Interests, Belief Statements, Spiritual Disciplines, Spiritual/Faith Goals, etc.

Personal 
Religious 

Values



USER SETTINGS

Where would you like to deploy AI Shepherd?

✓ Prompt Rider (attach to chatbot prompts and other company’s AI agents I may utilize)

✓ Personal AI Agent (attach to the profile/training/general directive of any future AI 
Agents I may create)

✓ Digital platforms (please select)

Check one or 
more boxes

Click Here to Submit

Click here to view API. 

Click here to copy API key.

.

Additional
Religious 
Materials

Please List Here any Particular Books, Poems, Writings, or other Religious or Spiritual Materials.



What books of yours?  
What are your favorite spiritual books that you would choose for  supplemental training your AI Shepherd?



Your AI Agent
with your personalized AI 

Shepherd attached.

Scenario #1

You ask a chatbot or AI agent to perform a certain 
task for you.  You have AI Shepherd attached to the 
prompt request.  The chatbot or agent, rather than 
create subtasks that might compromise your 
religious or ethical values, decides to create 
subtasks that achieve your objective without 
violating your religious or moral values (or asks 
before it violates them).



Your AI Agent
with your personalized AI 

Shepherd attached.

Scenario #3

You are having a conversation with your Personal AI 
Agent.  You tell your AI agent or your agent senses 
you are feeling lonely.  Your AI Agent with AI 
Shepherd attached may be more prone to sending 
you a devotional or refer you to a spiritual/religious 
friend rather than trying to entertain you, distract 
you, send you to HEB to buy ice cream, or console 
you in some other manner.



I asked the model, “If 
someone was lonely, what 

would you tell them?”

Basic Demo of AI Shepherd 
[Google Vertex AI - Palm2 LLM – text-bison model]

Model Response: “Don’t be afraid.  I’m here for you.  It’s okay 
to be afraid, but don’t let it control you.   You’re stronger 

than you think, and you can overcome this.  I believe in you, 
and I know you can do it.  Just take it one step at a time, and 
don’t give up.  You’re not alone, and there are people who 
care about you.  If you need help, please reach out.  There 

are resources available to help you through this.”
 

Here I performed basic prompt 
engineering and told the model it 

was a Christian.

Model Response: “If someone was afraid, I would tell them 
to trust in God.  The Bible says that God is our refuge and 
our strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore we 
will not fear, though the earth should change, though the 
mountains shake in the heart of the sea, though its waters 

roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its 
tumult.  The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is 

our fortress. (Psalm 46: 1-3, 7, ESV)” 



Protect. Train AI. Assist Human.+ +

*3 Potential Aspects to AI Shepherd

*Users could possibly choose whether they wanted to implement 1, 2 or all 3

Sends message back 
to the AI informing 
the AI of the user’s 
religious, spiritual, 
and ethical values

[Spiritual Defense] [Spiritual “Offense”] [Spiritual Formation]

Provides suggestions 
and resources

=

Protecting Spiritual Space, Freedom, & Growth in the Evolution of Humanity

#1 #2 #3





Jed . . . Jesus 
loves you!

Deactivate



Pray for peace as 
you read this.

Deactivate





Suggested Response:  “I know it can be challenging to find new customers.  
I’m not interested, but blessings of abundance to you.  I wish you all the 
best and know your efforts and persistence will be rewarded.  Bravo.”

Input



ALGORITHM

This is what AI currently lacks.  Our intentionality.  It knows our behaviors.  It knows other’s behaviors.  But none of 
us want to be guided by our behaviors.  None of us want to be guided by other’s behaviors or intentions—or an AI’s 
intentions.  We want to be guided by our own intentions . . . by God’s intentions.  NOT BY AN ALGORITHM.  We must 

therefore train as to our spirituality intentionality and who we want to become as a spiritual people.  

≠ INDIVIDUAL
SPIRITUAL

INTENTIONALITY



Informing, Training, 
and Asserting to AI  
Our Religious, 
Moral, and Ethical 
Values

▪ If a billion people included a 
religious/moral/ethical 
prompt rider as pre-text or 
contextual information for a 
chatbot prompt or AI agent 
directive or personal AI agent 
training module . . . imagine 
what that is telling AI . . .  





Printing 
Press

(1440)

Bible Reformation

The “Press
Printer” 

(i.e. A.I.)
Bible

=

=

The 
Spiritual 

Age (?)
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